“Youcat”, the catechism for the young
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(ANS —Vatican City) — In view of the next World Y outh Day planned for
Madrid between 16 and 21 August 2011, a handbook “Y oucat” has been prepared intended to help
young people in a clear and modern way to know the principal themes of the Catholic Faith.

Coming from an idea of the Austrian Bishops Conference and thanks to the work of ateam of

theol ogians supervised by the Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Christoph Schénborn, “Y oucat”
responds to the wishes of the young people themselves to have the key points of the Catechismin a
faithful but modern presentation, as Cardinal Schdnborn explained to the “ Osservatore Romano”

“Thefirst draft was the work of German speaking theol ogians and educationalists. Then the text was
carefully examinied by some young people during two summer camps. Thanksto this“trial run” the
text became really adapted to today’ s way of thinking, so that even the pictures come from young
people. The book reflects youth culture deeply imbued with the fruitful seeds of the Gospel”.

With over 300 pagesit isin four sections: “What do we believe’; “the celebration of the
Christian mystery”, “ lifein Christ” and “prayer in the Christian life”.

Y oucat also has a preface by Benedict XV1; in it the Pope, using a modern metaphor encourages the
young to know their own faith “with the same precision that an expert in computers knows the
operating system” and he invites them to study the catechism in silence, to read it in groups and study
networks and to discuss on the internet.

Published in 17 languages, including German, English French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Polish,
Arabic and Chinese, 700,000 copies have already been printed to be put in the backpacks which all
those taking part in the WY D will receive at the beginning of the event.

The name “Y oucat”, it has been explained comes from the word “Ju-Kat”, which in German
correspondsto the initial lettersfor Y outh and Catechism; but it also could refer to the English pronoun
“you” inthisway inviting all the young people to feel involved in WY D with their lives and their
faith.
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