Pope Francis at Audience: Summary of hisvisit to Colombia

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis dedicated his General Audience on Wednesday to areflection on his
Aposotolic Visit to Colombia, which concluded on Sunday. He prayed, “through the prayers of Our
Lady of Chiquinquira, Patroness of Columbia,” that the nation might “ continue to progressin the way
of peaceinlove, justice and truth.”

Below, please find the official English-language summary of Pope Francis remarks at the General
Audience for Wednesday, 13 September 2017:
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- Dear Brothers and Sisters: My

recent Pastoral Visit to Colombia, in the footsteps of Popes Paul VI and John Paul 11, sought to
encourage the process of reconciliation in that country following a half century of conflict and
division. Its motto — L et us Take the First Step —was also an appeal to the nation to discover in its deep
Christian roots the spiritual resources needed to advance the work of healing and rebuilding.

In Bogotd, | was warmly welcomed, especially by the young, who are the future of the country. The
Beatification of two martyrs and the reconciliation service celebrated in Villavicencio were particularly
moving.

In Medellin, the emphasis was on Christian discipleship and mission, exemplified in the help given to
youth through the Hogares group homes and in the faces of the many young men and women who are
responding to Jesus' call to the priesthood and the consecrated life.

In Cartagena, the example of Saints Peter Claver and Maria Bernarda BUtler reaffirmed our evangelical
commitment to human promotion and the defence of human rights. Through the prayers of Our Lady
of Chiquinquira, Patroness of Columbia, may the nation continue to progress in the way of peacein
love, justice and truth.

(from Vatican Radio)
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