Commentary to the 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B —

: Pl e 5T ~gold, but what | have | give you; in
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, the Messiah, walk!” (Acts 3:1-10).

The cripple was expecting anything but this. His fortune was to have met the two disciples who,
faithful to the provisions of the Master, did not bring anything with them. Had they had money, they
would have given ams, then he would have gone away, leaving him in a condition as before. The
wonder took place because Peter and John were conscious of being custodians of adivine power, a
word that can restore anyone who lies on the ground, unable to manage his own life, and depends on
the compassion of others.



It iscommendable that, where no one acts, the church performs a substitute work in areaswhere
sheisnot specifically competent, but refusesto be identified with the humanitarian institutions.
She keepsvigilanceto avoid being innocently involved in spectacular and lucrative initiatives, so
as not to compete with civilian structuresthat, through the commitment of lay Christians, is
instead called to animate. She possesses a divineword and it ison thisword that sherelies,
resisting the temptation to resort to means that people consider mor e effective. When she uses
them, she can also do good, but she limits her self to begging, putting a new patch on an old
garment, while her task isto create a completely new man, society, and world.

Tointernalize the message, we r epeat:
“Theword of God is effectiveif it isannounced to free people by the people.”

First Reading: Amos 7:12-15

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
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