
Commentary on the Gospel for Sun, Jul 4th 2021

"He came to his own and his own did not receive him".

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The three readings of this Sunday speak about the difficult task of the prophet: "To proclaim the truth". In the first eading the people of Israel rebels against the Lord by not listening to the prophet Ezekiel; in the second one we see that the apostle Paul suffers pain, insults, persecutions, for proclaiming the truth of Christ. And the gospel speaks of how Jesus is rejected by the synagogue, even though it recognises his authority. 

The rejection of the teaching of Jesus is evident. His neighbours say: "Where does this man get what he says". They clearly state that "He came to his own house and his own people did not accept him". The office of prophet has always been difficult, extremely complicated, St. Augustine said: "Truth breeds hatred", therefore, serving the truth takes time, but our vocation as Christians is to be prophets of truth, accepting the daily cross, which leads us to identify ourselves with the cause of Jesus. Putting things in their place without fear of "what people will say".

Our world today needs prophets more than preachers. Because we tend to look for reasons to discredit the message or the messengers. We cannot ask them to be right about everything. We are the ones who have to change the way we think and act, because we are not in tune with God's will. Jesus' fellow countrymen reject him. This story is also repeated many times with the prophets who speak to us today. 

Lord, give us the ability to listen respectfully to the opinion of those around us. 

(Psalm 122) Our eyes are on the Lord, waiting for his mercy.

HAPPY SUNDAY TO ALL

 
===========================

To me, the readings for today are about who God is, who Jesus is, and who we are, and how the Holy Spirit works to bring us closer together.  That is, if we are open to what that means in our lives.  We do not always pay attention even when the Lord speaks to us and empowers us.  Instead, we often fear what listening to God can mean in our lives.  It can put constraints on us, and it can make us vulnerable.  We do not like that.  We like to rely on our own power.  The prophet Ezekial knew well that the people in the Old Testament did not much like listening to God when the going got rough, or when things were going their way, for that matter.  It was his job to remind them sternly that the Lord had a message for their salvation and was still their God.  Ezekial proclaimed that his words were inspired by the Spirit of God.  Whether they heed or resist, the Lord said, they are going to know that a prophet has been among them.  Some did heed, and some did resist.

And then came Jesus, who was in addition to being the Christ, a good scholar and teacher of the Old Testament.  He knew well the problems prophets had, especially among their own people.  He too was experiencing the same thing.  Despite what Jesus could demonstrate in terms of God’s power, or the words He spoke inspired by the Holy Spirit, if the people did not like what they heard, they would either dismiss him or run him out of town.  So, if nothing changed in the human condition from the time of Ezekial to the time of Jesus, I am certain we are the same kind of people today.  If what we hear is not convenient to us, we still either dismiss Jesus and our modern prophets or run them out of town. 

The Psalm we read for today, then, is still highly relevant. When we fix our eyes on the Lord for anything, we must include a plead for mercy.  We have not listened very well.  We have been rebellious.  The good news is that we can still call upon the Lord and be heard.  That has been the constant from the beginning.  And yet, we are living in more enlightened times since Jesus came to be our teacher and savior.  With the gift of the Holy Spirit, we can do better than the rebelliousness of the Old Testament.  We have more detailed instructions in the New Testament on how to build our communities around Christ and live out our faith more confidently.  That is not easy.  In order to live out our faith more boldly, Paul reminds us we are going to have to let that faith put constraints on our wills and allow ourselves to be made vulnerable.  We are going to have to take up our crosses with Jesus and let the Spirit work through our weaknesses. 

Today, I pray that we, like Paul, can learn through our own life experiences with the Spirit that power is not something that we have that we guard against weakness by our human strength.  It is a spiritual power we gain through accepting our human weakness.  Life does not have to wear us down.  With Christ, it can make us stronger.  No matter what happens to us in this life, we can not only hear, but be agents of, the good news to the poor that Jesus brings.  Through Jesus, we have been made strong enough. 
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