
Commentary on the Gospel for Thu, May 9th 2024

The Church celebrates the 104th anniversary of the apparition of Our Lady to three children in Fatima.
The Message of Fatima is still relevant for today’s world and the Church – to pray for the conversion
of the world and for world peace.

Today's Gospel leaves us with some mysterious words of Jesus: "In a little while you will no longer see
me, and in a little while you will see me again". The first part seems to mean sadness for the disciples
but the reunion will bring them joy again.

Jesus was certainly going to disappear and that would lead the disciples to feel the sadness of
separation, of the loss of someone they love. But the promise is the joy that awaits the disciples: you
will see me again.

"Seeing" can be done in many ways. There are those who, in spite of having their eyes open, do not see
or understand anything. And there are those who even with their eyes closed see and understand
everything. We believe that Jesus is present not only in the Eucharist but also where there are two or
three gathered in his name. And he is present in the poor, the needy, the marginalized, the sick.

There are people who are able to see beyond what can be perceived or touched and discover signs of
hope, of life, of God's presence, while others are only able to see darkness and despair. They are people
who have the light, the love of God, within their hearts and that is why they see what others do not see.
They are able to illuminate, to live in joy. They see Jesus walking with us, they feel his presence in the
poor, in the sad, in those who live in despair. And his presence brings light and hope to all.

Let us ask Jesus on this day to give us that other way of seeing, to enlighten us from within so that we
may discover his presence close to us, so that we may be able to light up hope in our hearts and
communicate it to those we meet along the way. We do not see Jesus physically but if we open our
eyes, we will find him by our side, because he does not leave us alone. And the joy that will fill us will
become contagious. And we will be a light for those around us.
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