Readings: St. Clare, Virgin

First Reading: Jos 3:7-11, 13-17

The LORD sid to Joshua, "Today | will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Isradl,

that they may know | am with you, as | was with Moses. Now commend the pri ying the ark of the to cometo ahalt in the Jordan when you reach the edge of the waters."
So Joshuasdd to of Israel, "Come here and listen to the LORD, your God. Thisis how you will know that there s aliving God in your midst,
who at your approach will dispossessthe Canaanites. The ark of of the LORD of will precede you into the Jordan. When the soles of the feet of the priests carrying the ark of the LORD, the Lord of the whole earth, touch the water of the Jordan, it will cease to flow; for the water flowing

down from upstream will halt in a solid bank.”

The peop their tents he Jordan, with the p ing the ark of thy ahead of them. No sooner had these priestly bearers of the ark wadled into the waters a the-edge of the Jordan, which i of the harvess, than the waters flowing from upstream
halted, backing up in asolid mass for avery great distance indeed, from Adam, acity in on of Zarethan; whil flowing toward the Salt Seaof the Arabah di entirely. Tl people crossed over opposite Jericho. Whileall Isvad! crossed over on dry ground, the priests carrying the
ark of the covenant of the LORD

remained motionless on cry ground in the bed of the Jordan until the whole ntion had completed the passage.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps114:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

R Alleluia!

When Israel came forth from Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of alien tongue,
Judeh became his sanctuary,

Israel his domain.

R Alleluial

The sea beheld and fled;

Jordan turned back.

The mountains skipped like rams,
the hillslikethe lambs of the flock.
R Alleluial

Why isit, O sea, that you flee?

O Jordan, that you turn back?

Y oumountains, that you skiplike rams?
Youhills, like the lambs of the flock?

R Alleluia!

Gospel Reading: Mt 18:21-19:1

Peter asked Jesus, "Lord, how many times must | forgive the offenses of my brother or sister? Seven times?" Jesus answered, "No, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

“This story throwslight on the kingdom of heaven. A king decided to Among the first owed him ten thousand gold ingots. As the man could not repay the deb, the king commanded that he be sold as asiave with his wife, children and all his goodsin payment.



“The official threw himself a the feet of the king and said, ‘Give me time, and | will pay you back everything." The king took pity on him and not only set him free but even canceled his debt.

“This official then left he met one of him ahundred pieces of silver. He grabbed him by the neck and almost strangled him, shouting, ‘Pay me what you owe!" His companion threw himself at his feet and asked him, ‘Give me time, and | will pay everything.' The other
did not agree, but sent him to prison until he had paid all his deb.

“His companions saw what happened. They were indignant and so they went and reported everything to their lord, Then the lord summoned his official and said, Wicked servant, | forgave you all that you owed when you begged me to do so. Weren't you bound to have ity on your companion s had pity on you? The
lord was now angry, so he handed his servant over to be punished, until he had paid hiswhole debt.”

Jesus adlded, " So will my heavenly Father do with you unless each of you sincerely forgive your brother or sister.”

When Jesus had finished he left Galil d ed at the border of Judea, on the other side of the Jordan River.




