Readings: 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Malachi 1:14-2:2,8-10

For | am agreat King and my Nameis respected through all the nations, says Y ahweh of hosts.

Concern yourself to glorify my Name, says Y ahweh of hosts, | will send the curse on you and curse even your blessings.

But you, says Y ahweh of hosts, have strayed from my way, and moreover caused many your teaching. You my covenant with Levi. Therefore | let al the people despise you and consider you unworthy, because you do not follow my ways and you show partiality in your judgments.

Do we not all have the same father? Has the same God not created all of us? Why, then, does each of us betray his brother, defiling the Covenant of our ancestors?

Responsorial Psalm: Ps131:1,2-3

R./Inyou, Lord, I havefound my peace.

O Lord my heart is ot proud,
nor are my eyes haughty;

1 busy not myself with great things,

nor with things too sublime for me.

R/ Inyou, Lord, | have found my peace.

Nay rather, | have stilled and quieted
my soul like aweaned child.

Like aweaned child on its mother's lap,
soismy soul within me.

R/ Inyou, Lord, | have found my peace.

O lsrael, hopein the Lord,
both now and forever.

R/ Inyou, Lord, | have found my peace.

Second Reading: 1st Thessalonians 2:7-9,13

Wewere gentle with you, as a nursing mother who feecls and cuddies her beby. And so great is our concern that eady to giveyou, aswell ospel, even our very lives, for you have become very dear tous:

Remenmber our lzbor and toil; when we preached the Gospel, we worked day and night o as ot to be-aburden to you.

Thisiswhy we never cease giving thanksto God for, on receiving our message, you accepted it, not as human teaching, but as the word of God. That iswhat it really is, and assuch it is at work in you who believe.




Gospel Reading: Matthew 23:1-12

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:

“The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees sat on the seat of Moses. So you shall do and observe all they say, but do not do as they do, for they do not do what they say. They tie up heavy burdens and load them on the shoulders of the people, but they do not even raise a finger to move them. They do everything in order
to be seen by people; so they wear very wide bands of the Law around their foreheads, and robes with large tassels. They enjoy thefirst place at feasts and reserved seatsin and being greeted in th being called 'Master' by the people.

"But you, do not let yourselves be called Master because you have only one Master, and all of you are brothers and sisters. Neither should you call anyone on earth Father, because you have only one Father, he who isin heaven. Nor should you be called leader, because Christ is the only leader for you. Let the greatest

among you be the servant of all. For whoever makes himself great shall be humbled, and whoever humbles himself shall be made great.”




