Readings. Solemnity of the ASCENSION of theLord

First Reading Introduction: Why Are You Looking into the Sky?

At his ascension, Jesus entrusts hiswork to the postles. The Holy Spirit will give them the strength to bear witness to Christ the Lord to the whole world.
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11
Inthefirst part of my work, Theophilus, | wrote of al that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he ascended to heaven.

But first he had instructed through the Holy Spirit the apostles he had chosen. After his passion, he presented himsealf to them, giving many signsthat he was alive; over a period of forty days he appeared to them and taught them concerning the kingdom of God. Once when he had been eating with them, he told them,

“Do not leave Jerusalem but wait for i of the Father i which to you: John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit within afew days"

When they had come together, they asked him, "Isit now that you will restore the Kingdom of Israel?* And he answered, "It s ot for you to know the time and the stepsthat the Father has fixed by his own athority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnessesin

Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, even to the ends of the earth.”

After Jesus said this, he was taken up before their eyes and acloud hid him from their sight. While they were till looking up to heaven where he went, suddenly, two men dressed in white stood beside them and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking up at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken from you

into heaven, will return in the same way as you have seen him go there.”

Responsorial Psalm: Ps47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9

R/ God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpetsfor the Lord.
or Alleluia.

All you peoples, clap your hands,

shout to God with cries of gladness,

for the LORD, the Most High, the awesome,

isthe great king over all the earth.

R./ God mounts histhroneto shouts of joy: a blare of trumpetsfor theLord.
or Alleluia.

God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy;

the LORD, amid trumpet blasts.

Sing praise to God, sing praise;

sing praise to our king, sing praise.

R./ God mounts histhrone to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.
or Alleluia.

For king of al the earth is God;

sing hymns of praise.

God reigns over the nations,

God sits upon his holy throne.

R./ God mounts histhrone to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

or Alleluia.

Second Reading Introduction: He Ascended to Give Us Gifts

To Paul the Ascension means that the Lord Jesus began pouring out his gifts on people when he had gone to heaven.

Second Reading: Eph 1:17-23



May the God of Christ Jesus our L ord, the Father of Glory, reveal himssif to you and give you aspirit of wisdom, that you may know him.

May he enlighten your inner vision, that you may appr by God.

May you know how greet is the inheritance, the glory, God sets apart for his seints; may you understand with what extraordinary power heactsin favor of us who believe.

He revealed his almighty power in Christ when he raised him from the dead and had him sit at his right hand in heaven, far above all rule, power, authority, dominion, or any other supernatural force that could be named, not only in this world but in the world to come as wel.

Thus has God put al things under the feet of Christ and set him above al things, as head of the Church which is his body. He who fills dl in all unfolds his fullnessin the Church.

Gospel Introduction: Go Out to the Whole World

In the name of Jesus, his missionaries - and every Christian - proclaim the joyful message of his gospel.

Gospel Reading: Mk 16:15-20

Jesus said, "Go out to the whole world and proclaim the Good News to al creation. The one who befieves and is baptized will be saved; refusesto signs like these will accompany thosewho have believed: in my Name they will cast out demons and speak new languages; they will pick up

snakes and, if they drink anything poisonous, they will be unharmed. They will lay their hands on the sick and they will be healed.”

So then, after speaking to them, the Lord Jesus was taken up into heaven and took his place at the right hand of God. The Eleven went forth and preached everywhere, while the L ord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied them.




