Readings. Sts.. Joachim and Anne, Parentsof Mary, Memorial

First Reading: Jer 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13

Thisword of the LORD cameto me: Go, cry out this message
for Jerusalem to hear!
1 remember the devotion of your youth,
how you loved me asa bride,
Following me in the desert,
in aland unsown.
Sacred to the LORD was Israel,
thefirst fruits of his harvest;
Should any presumeto partake of them,
evil would befall them, says the LORD.
When | brought you into the garden land
to eat its goodly fruiits,
You entered and defiled my land,
you made my heritage loathsome.
The priests asked not,
“Whereisthe LORD?'
Those who dealt with the law knew me not:
the shepherds rebelled against me:
The prophets prophesied by Bad,
and went after usdlessidols.
Beamazed at this, O heavens,
and shudder with sheer horror, saysthe LORD.
Two evils have my people done:
they have forsaken me, the source of living waters;
They have dug themselves cisterns,

broken cisterns, that hold no water.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 36:6-7,8-9,10-11

R./ With you isthe fountain of life, O Lord.

O LORD, your mercy reaches to heaven;
your faithfulness, to the clouds.

Your justiceis like the mountains of God;
your judgments, like the mighty deep.

R./With you isthe fountain of life, O Lord.

How preciousis your mercy, O God!
The children of men take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
They have their fill of the prime gifts of your house:

from your delightful stream you give them to dink

R./With you isthe fountain of life, O Lord.

For with you isthe fountain of life,
andinyour light we seelight.

Keep up your mercy toward your friends,
your just defense of the upright of heart.

R./With you isthe fountain of life, O Lord.

Gospel Introduction:

lose their hearts to i f life. ple. Much of it is told in the moving stories of the parables. Why don't people understand them? They are fickle and busy with their own Or they think they are too learned and too self-sufficient, above

he ittl these are eager to be receptive of the word of God and to pay attention toit.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:10-17

The disciples approached Jesus and said,



“Why do you spezk to the crowd in parables?"
He said to them inreply,
"Because knowledge of the mysteries of the Kingdom of heaven
has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted.
To anyonewho has, more will be given and he will grow rich;
from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
Thisiswhy | speak tothem in parables, because
they ook but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand
Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

You shall indeed hear but not understand,
you shall indeed look but never see.
Grossisthe heart of this people,
they will hardly hear with their ears,
they have closed their eyes,
lest they seewith their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understand with their hearts and be converted
and | heal them.
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see,
and your ears, because they hear.
Amen, | say to you, many prophets and righteous people
longed to see what you see but did not seeit,

and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.”




