
Liturgy Alive of 2nd Sunday of Easter - St. Joseph the Worker (May 1)

Greeting

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
By his great mercy we have been born anew
to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.
May the Risen Lord be always with you.

Introduction by the Celebrant (Three Options)

A.  Encountering The Risen Lord
The Risen Lord is here with us. Do we recognize him? Are we aware that he is here with us in every
celebration of the Eucharist and even in everyday life, also and especially in our moments of trials,
difficulties, failures? He is risen, and he lifts us up, he raises us up now. Ask him today to make you
believe in him as the Lord of life.
(or)

B.   My Lord And My God
Eight days after the resurrection the disciples of Jesus were together, afraid, believing and yet
doubting, for that Jesus lived was too good to be true. In the same way we have come together today as
the community of Jesus. Yet we too are often timid and afraid, filled with questions, perhaps doubts,
with a faith that is fragile. But we are here together because we are a community that believes. We
know that the Lord is present in our midst, even though our eyes cannot see him. And with Thomas we
say in this Eucharist: “My Lord and my God.”
(or)

C.   Do Not Be Afraid
It is difficult for people who are scared to stand up for what they believe in, to speak openly about their
convictions. It is difficult for those who have suffered much or have seen much evil and distress to
accept that things can change for the better, and that even our misery and wounds can help lighten the
burden of others. All this becomes possible and believable when we meet the Risen Lord. He bears the
scars of his wounds and yet he is the glorious Lord. By his wounds we are healed. And he tells us here
in the Eucharist to go out and spread his message of joy.

Penitential Act 

If we had believed more deeply
that the Lord is risen and lives among us,
we would have sinned less.
We ask the Lord to forgive us.
        (PAUSE)
Lord Jesus, you say to us:
“Peace be with you,”
as you are present among us



with your Word and your body:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Jesus Christ, you say to us:
“Peace be with you,”
as you forgive us our sins.
Christ, have mercy. R/ Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you say to us:
“Peace be with you,”
as you send us to bring your peace to all:
Lord, have mercy. R/ Lord, have mercy.
Lord, forgive us our sins
as we are united in prayer.
Lead all of us to the joys of everlasting life. R/ Amen.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray for a firm faith
that Jesus is risen and alive among us
        (PAUSE)
Blessed are you, God our Father,
who have raised Jesus from the dead.
Keep us firm in the faith
that Jesus is our Lord and our God.
Make us encounter him in everyday life
and live in his peace.
Open our eyes to see his scars
in the men and women who suffer,
and inspire us through your Spirit
to bring them consolation and hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord. R/ Amen.

 

First Reading Introduction: A Model Community Of Faith
          St Luke describes how the first Christians tried to be a community of faith. They prayed
together, shared in the Eucharist, and cared for the needy among them.

Second Reading Introduction: The Joy Of Faith
          For Christians the source of joy is their faith in the Risen Lord, says Peter. But faith is never
secure, as Christians are always on the way, with their faith tested in trials.

 

Gospel Introduction: Happy Those Who Believe Without Seeing
        The apostle Thomas could not believe until together with the other apostles he met the Risen Lord
in the community.



General Intercessions

We pray today to our Risen Lord for faith in him, that our Christian communities may bear witness to
his presence among his people, as we pray: R/ Stay with us, Lord.
•    For the community of the Church, that our leaders may inspire us by their faith and that we may
bring your joy and peace to a world in dire need of hope and love, we pray: R/ Stay with us, Lord.
•    For the communities of our families, that parents may inspire their children with a living,
contagious faith, and that the young may be honest seekers of truth, justice and Christian hope, we
pray: R/ Stay with us, Lord.
•    For our national community, that there may be reconciliation where we are divided, and that both
our leaders and the people may believe in a future based on justice and peace, we pray: R/ Stay with
us, Lord.
•    For all those who doubt and seek, whether in the Church or outside, that they may encounter in us
you, the living Christ, we pray: R/ Stay with us, Lord.
•    For the community of our parish, that we may be concerned about the poor and the sick among us;
that we may strengthen their faith as they recognize your goodness in us, we pray: R/ Stay with us,
Lord.
•    For all of us here, that our faith may inspire us to live and practice what we believe, and that we
may have enough faith in one another to build up a real Christian community, we pray: R/ Stay with
us, Lord.
Jesus, our Risen Lord, stay with us, give us your Spirit, strengthen our faith, that people may see that
we are a community of brothers and sisters because you live among us, now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

Father,
this Eucharistic celebration
is a profession of faith
in the presence of your Son in our midst.
Our eyes are unable to see,
we cannot touch him with our hands,
but let our hearts recognize him
and our deeds bear witness
that Jesus Christ is our Lord
now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer

What our eyes cannot see and our ears cannot hear, we believe with our hearts: Christ is alive, he is
here with us. With him we thank our Father.

Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

We have received as a free gift
from the Father our faith, our hope,



the love that binds us together.
With the Risen Lord Jesus we pray.

Deliver Us

Deliver us Lord, from every evil
and let the peace we ask from you
not be a guilty peace of complicity
in the injustices of this world.
Let it be a liberating peace
that cannot find rest
until all our brothers and sisters are free
with the freedom you have brought us
through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Invitation to Communion

This is Jesus, our Risen Lord.
We cannot see him with our eyes
but we believe that he is alive
and present among us in the Eucharist.
Happy are we to receive him
and to grow through him in faith and love.

Prayer after Communion

Our God and Father,
we thank you for Jesus Christ,
for his word of peace
and for his food of strength.
We believe that he died for us
and that you raised him from the dead
to be with us, your people today.
Help us to be risen people, growing in faith and love
and to build with him a community and a world
where joy and truth, love and justice,
peace and freedom are not empty words.
For you have made all this possible
through Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord. R/ Amen.

Blessing 

Go and take Christ with you
into your everyday life,
for he sends you to your brothers and sisters
as the Father sent him.



May he become visible
in your spirit of faith,
in your courage, your goodness
and your love that reflects God’s serving love.
And may God bless you for this mission:
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. R/ Amen.
Let us go in the peace of Christ. R/ Thanks be to God.


