Liturgy Alive of Wednesday, 23rd week in ordinary time.

Opening Prayer

Lord, God of the rich and the poor,
let the message of Jesus your Son
strike us and shake us up
from our certainties and securities.

Indeed, may we use our riches
of mind and heart and faith and goods
iin the service of the poor,

our power for the benefit of others,

our abundance to be shared

and to get us out of our self-satisfaction,
our happiness to console

and bring your joy, not ours.

Make us poor in pride, hungry for justice,
weeping for the evil we have caused.
And let peopleinstit us

‘when we do ot live up to the gospel

of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Liturgy of theWord

First Reading I ntroduction

Regarding each one's statein life, whether celibacy or mariage, Paul advisethat does not demand any g rather to tothe best of one's abilities.

Gospel Introduction
Lukeisthe only evangelist coming from paganism - aworld of siavery, fear and oppression, and of moral license. He:is o struck by the fact that Christ had a place for the poor and for marginal people, for whom nobody cared in his milieu, that this concern of Christ is one of the major emphases in his gospel, particularly inits

social aspects. For example, he says, not like Matthew, "Blessed arethe poor in spirit,” but "Blessed are you, the poor. Woeto you, therich...”

General Intercessions

- For the poor, that God may fill their for that God may hearts and make them capable of sharing, we pray:

- For thosewho are hungry, that the L ord himself may give them the bread of life and inspire us o give them the bread of every day, we pray:

- For those who now weep, that the Lord may console them with his love; for those who now laugh, that he may remind them of the seriousness of life and make them capable of reflection, we pray:

Prayer over the Gifts

God, with bread and wine
we celebrate the deeth and suffering
of your Son Jesus Christ.
Teach us here, by his example,
that sickness and pain make sense,
that even death is aseed of life.
In humility and with shame
we accept thisinsight, Lord,
and ask you tolet it inspire us.
May we accept it also
as ahard but saving reality,

by whichwetry to live, in Jesus Christ our Lord



Prayer after Communion

Lord our God,

Blessing

you let the Word of your Son upset us,
but this eucharist gives usthe strength

to take his word with open hearts and minds.

Let our richesin any form

not satisfy us but others,

that there may be room in us for hope.

Let usfeel theweight of our limitations,

that we may keep hungering

for love and justice and freedom.

Give ustearsto weep

that we have not dared to be

your sign of contradiction in this world.

Bless us, Lord, that we may praise and bless you

and your Son, now and for ever.

Blessed areyou... What God want heppiness.

to dowith our lives. May God give you the right insight and bless you, the Fether, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit



