Liturgy Alive of 1st Sunday of Advent - C -

Greetings (see Second Reacing)

May the Lord so confirm your heartsin holiness
that you may be blameless
iin the sight of our God and Father
‘when our Lord Jesus Christ comes.
May the Lord be always with you.

R/ And also with you.

Introduction by the Celebrant

A.Waitingin Tension

“Stand erect, hold your heads high." Thisis the message the L ord speaksto us on this First Sunday of Advent. There are terrible civil wars, there s famine in many parts of theworld, and there are millions of refugees seeking safety. Yet our Lord assures usthat we should keep up our hope and expectations, for heis
still with us and near to us. Beattentive to his presence, not only here:in the eucharist but also in thelife of every day.

B. Watchful, but not Afraid

Much of theworld ssitting in the dark of hunger and suffering and violence, and yet if

with us and he tells us: Come with me, serve with me, love with me, give and share yourself with me and you will be better, and the Church and the world will be better.

Penitential Act

‘We have been busy with our own affairs

and have forgotten those of the Lord and the needs of people.

Let us ask the Lord to forgive us.

(PAUSE)

Lord Jesus, make us recognize that you are near
in the people who are hungry and needy.
Liberate uswith your love:

Lord, have mercy. R Lord, have mercy.

Jesus Christ, make us discover you

in those who search for peace

for themselves and for their country.
Bring them your lasting peace.

Christ, have mercy. R/ Chrit, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, reveal yoursalf to us

in those who grope in their night of suffering.
Let your light shine on them and on us:

Lord, have mercy. R Lord, have mercy.

Be near to uswith your forgiveness, Lord,
and keep us attentive to your constant coming.

Lead usto everlasting life. R/ Amen.

Opening Prayer

Let us pray in this season of hope
that the Lord may keep us vigilant
(PAUSE)
Lord our God,
we are your people on the march
who try to carry out the task

of giving shape to your kingdom of love and peace.

When we are discouraged and fraid,
keep us going forward in hope.

Make us vigilant in prayer,

that we may see the signs of your Son's coming.
Let Jesuswalk with us already now

on the road he has shown us,

that he may lead usto you,

our living God for ever and ever. R/ Amen.
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Liturgy of theWord

First Reading Introduction: K eep Hope Alive

Second Reading Introduction: Preparefor the Lord's Coming
Gospel Introduction: Your Liberation |sNear!

General Intercessions

In his love, our Father in heaven sent his Son into the world to fulfill all our hopes and to give us an eterndl future. Let us pray to him: R/ Lord, you areall our hope.
- For the community of the Church, that we may make the gospel credible by our commitment to justice and love, let us pray: R/ Lord, you are all our hope.
- For people without hope or courage, for those suffering from hunger and wars, that we may revive their hopes by building a better world with them, let us pray: R/ Lord, you areall our hope.
- For Christians everywhere, that they may not be ashamed of the gospel but speak its message of hope in the language of their own lives, let us pray: R/ Lord, you are all our hope.

- For all of us here, that we may not be self-satisfied but that we may remain vigilant to let God renew usin Christ and to meke us live for others, let us pray: R/ Lord, you are all our hope:

Lord our God, you love us and so you expect us to make your goodness and justice visible to al. Let your Son stay with us, that your and our expectations may come true, now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts

Lord our God,
asapledge of your promises
you give us your Son Jesus Christ
in these signs of bread and wine.
We do not ask you for alife
without problems and risks,
but for your Son'svision
of aworld in which you are present
and for your Son's courage
to answer with our own lives
your call to build up anew world,
inwhich your Son can be our Lord

now and for ever. R/ Amen.

Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer

Already in this eucharist Jesus will be close to us. Every Massisasign of hope that God is with usin our world. Let us give thanks to the Father for this.

Invitation tothe Lord's Prayer

Let us pray in thewords of Jesus
to the Father of all
thet we may do hiswill

and give shapeto his kingdom: R/ Our Father..



Deliver Us

Déliver us, Lord, from every evil.
Wake us up from our sluggishness
and help us to hasten
the coming of your Son among people,
that we may livein aworld of justice
without division and fear,
aswe prepare with joyful hope
for the coming in glory

of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. R/ For the kingdom...

Invitation to Communion

Lift up your head,
for thisis Jesus, our Savior and our Lord
Happy are weif hefinds usawake
aswe wait for his coming.
Happy are we that he invites usto his table.

R/ Lord, | am ot worthy...

Prayer after Communion

Lord our God, merciful Father,
you have spoken to us your word of hope
and renewed our strength
‘with the bread of life of your Son.
Free our faith from banality and routine
and send us out with your Son
to restore ntegrity and love
and the trust that with him
we can give shapeto afuture
beyond all human expectations,
for the future belongs to you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit

one God for ever and ever. R/ Amen.

Keep your heads high in hope
‘was the message of today.
Keep hoping when there are wars and violence,
keep hoping when there s much injustice,
Keep hoping when there is much hatred,
keep hoping, for thereis afuture.
Chritiswith you, and with him
you can do away with violence and wars,
you can defeat enmiity with friendship.
Yes, hold your heads high,
for the Lord Jesusis among us
and with him there s hope and afuture.
Let usgo with him
and may almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. R/ Amen.

Gointhep d hope of Christ. R/ God.




